The Bionic Ear Institute has a range of Ambassadors who are available to
attend your next function as a guest speaker, sharing their personal story
about how the Bionic Ear has changed their lives and provide information
on the work of the Institute.

Please Tick:

L] Yes! T would like to book a speaker for my next meeting or event,

please send me a booking information kit. Alternatively, Researchers are available to speak at your next function.

To book a speaker or discuss a speaking engagement feel free to contact
the Public Relations and Fundraising Team on the details below.

AMBASSADOR
SPEAKER PROGRAM
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384-388 Albert Street
East Melbourne, Victoria 3002
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The Bionic Ear Institute

L] Please add me to your database to receieve reqular updates, which may
include annual reports, newsletters and appeal mailings.

The Bionic Ear Institute
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“The Cochlear Implant has really changed

out lives and I have a real sense of optimism
about the future. It certainly puts a smile on my
face” - Maxine Jamieson, 63, Bionic Ear recipient.

“The implant has really changed our lives and I

now have a real sense of optimism about the future.
Mikey's speech continues to improve and he’s using
quite extensive vocabulary” — Alan Schauder, 35,
father of Mikey, 4, Bionic Ear recipient.

Maxine and Alan's first hand experiences with the Bionic Ear will inspire you.

The technology behind the Bionic Ear has brought so much joy and fulfillment into
many people’s lives. Hear these real life experiences through our awareness program.

A group of dedicated volunteers, like Maxine and Alan, are willing to share their
truly inspirational stories at clubs, groups, businesses and schools.

The Bionic Ear has touched many families, and only those touched by the
technology can describe the elation at receiving the gift of hearing.

Our speakers want to raise community and corporate awareness of the Institute’s
research into improving the sound quality of implants for recipients. Improvements
to the Bionic Ear Implant will enable better hearing in noisy surroundings, as well
as an improved appreciation of music.

In addition to improving the Bionic Ear, the Institute conducts research into other
areas of medical bionics. These areas include Peripheral Nerve and Spinal Cord
Repair, treatment of Epileptic Seizures, Infection Control for Implantable Devices
and the development of a Bionic Eye.



OUR SPEAKERS

.IN THE COMMUNITY

Maxine

Maxine’s hearing had totally deteriorated by
the age of 50. Hearing aids failed to work any
longer. This made life very difficult for Maxine
in performing her everyday tasks that the
hearing person takes for granted. In 1999

she received the Bionic Ear and as a result
her life has improved dramatically. Maxine

is a dedicated fundraiser for the Institute.
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John lost both his legs after contracting
meningococcal septicaemia but this doesn’t
stop him from jumping on his specially
engineered bike and trekking 4050 kilometres
across Australia to raise awareness and funds
for The Bionic Ear Institute. Two of John's
children were born profoundly deaf inspiring
him to take on this fundraising feat.

An extremely energetic, entertaining and
enchanting man John keeps audiences
enthralled with his amazing spirit.

Gordon lost his hearing whilst in the Navy during
World War Two. Over time it slowly deteriorated to a
point where he found it difficult in social situations.
Since getting a Bionic Ear Gordon is now more
confident and very active. He is a very successful
volunteer and fundraiser for the Institute.
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Joav lost the hearing in his left ear whilst serving in
the army. However, this did not stop him from studying
to become a teacher. In the year 2000 the hearing in
his right ear began to deteriorate rapidly. Joav then
had to retire from teaching. In 2005 Joav decided to
get a Bionic Ear. Now, he enjoys a more active social
life and can communicate with his grandson.
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Marnie and Adam were devastated to learn
their baby daughter, Ava, was deaf. In 2006
Ava received her implant and since then she
has been able to hear aeroplanes, make normal
sounds and interact with her favourite toys!
Now two, Ava is doing well. Marnie, however,
acknowledges that there is still more that

needs to be done to spread awareness about
hearing loss and the Bionic Ear.
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At age six Graham lost his sight and was also
diagnosed with a hearing impairment. As he became
older his hearing slowly deteriorated even more

and in 2003 he decided to get a Bionic Ear Implant.
As a professional guitarist, Graham performs music
engagements all over Melbourne and has even
produced his own CD with part of the proceeds

from sales donated back into research being
conducted at the Institute.
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Xanthe was diagnosed with mild to moderate
hearing loss at age four. She wore hearing
aids at this point, however as time went by
her hearing deteriorated more and more to
the stage where she became reliant on lip
reading. In July 2002 she received a Bionic
Ear and it has changed her life dramatically.
Having the implant has allowed her to become
a physiotherapist, and go travelling on her
own through Europe. She is currently working
at a private practice in Sydney’s CBD.

Sian was diagnosed as profoundly deaf
at 18 months and received her Bionic Ear
at two and a half. Her parents, Anne and
David, were devastated when they found
out that their daughter was deaf and
hearing aids did not help. This meant
that she was pre-lingually deaf and was
going to need to learn to speak with the
information from the Bionic Ear. It was
her parents greatest wish that Sian
would be able to listen and speak and live a normal life. It took a long
time, a lot of work and a lot of heartache. Now, the family’s wishes are
being fulfilled. Sian operates very well in both deaf and hearing worlds.
In November last year, Sian made the decision to have her second Bionic
Ear to get more hearing information. She is now nearly 20 and completed
year 12. She is currently studying interior design at university. Both Sian
and Anne and available to make speaking engagements.

Alan, Rachael J\/Z%&

At nine months Mikey was diagnosed
profoundly deaf. His parents were
distressed to learn Mikey could barely
hear any sounds at all. Three months
after diagnosis, Mikey underwent surgery
to get his Bionic Ear. Since then, Mikey
has gradually developed his speech and
is now living the normal life of a four
year old. Now, Mikey has two Bionic
Ears. Alan and Rachael realise that there is still more that needs to
be done to improve the Implant and its sound quality for their son.




